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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

The indicated allowability of claims 51-55, 58-60, 63 and 66 is withdrawn in view 
of the newly discovered reference(s) to Utterberg (US Patent No. 5,047,021) and Watt 
(US Patent No. 4,150,673) and Bierman (US Patent No. 5578013). Rejections based 
on the newly cited reference(s) follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 56, 57, 61 , 62, 64, 65 and 67-71 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as 
being anticipated by Utterberg (US Patent No. 5,047,021). Utterberg discloses a 
connector fitting (Figs. 5-7) for releasably securing a medical line to an adaptor (Figs. 6 
and 7, element 5) with a female portion, the fitting comprising: an elongated body (Fig. 
4, 300) having a first section (near 312) and a second section (near 310) with a lumen 
through both sections, a proximal end portion (310) Oof the second section having a 
tapering outer shape configured for insertion into the female portion of the adapter 
(Figs. 6 and 7, adapter is element 5), and at least one radially extending member (Fig. 
4, 312) disposed on the first section of the elongated body and having at least one 
contact surface (313); and a spin nut (Fig. 5, 320) comprising a generally tubular body 
slidably and rotatably disposed on the first section of the elongated body (Figs. 6 and 7), 
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a screw thread (326) formed on an inner surface of the spin nut, the inner surface being 
disposed apart from the elongated body such that the screw thread does not engage 
with the elongated body (Figs. 6 and 7 disclose that the threads are not in contact with 
the elongated body, and furthermore, col. 6, lines 17-21 disclose that the threads (15) of 
element (5) are what engage with the threads (326) of the spin nut), and a receptacle 
(Fig. 5, 330) disposed distally upon the spin nut, the receptacle having at least one 
contact surface (332) disposed within the receptacle, the at least one contact surface 
configured and arranged to interact with the at least one contact surface of the radially 
extending member when the receptacle receives at least a portion of the radially 
extending member (Fig. 7), so as to transfer both axial and rotational forces between 
the spin nut and connector fitting while limiting distal longitudinal movement of the spin 
nut relative to the elongated body (col. 3, line 58 through col. 4, line 16), wherein the 
spin nut and the elongated body include cooperative structures that limit proximal 
longitudinal movement of the spin nut relative to the elongated body (Fig. 4, 308 and 
Fig. 5, 333). 

Utterberg further discloses that the cooperative structures include a retaining 
ridge (308) disposed on the elongated body. Utterberg further discloses that the 
receptacle (330) has an internal cross-section that corresponds to the external cross- 
section of the radially extending member (312) see Figs. 6 and 7. Utterberg further 
discloses that the spin nut has a first cavity portion (Fig. 5, near 326) having a screw 
thread (326) and a second cavity portion (near 333). The first and second cavity 
portions are disposed on opposite ends of the spin nut, and the screw thread is 



Application/Control Number: 09/767,207 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3767 

configured to secure the adapter (Figs. 6 and 7, element 5) and not the elongated body 
(col. 6, lines 17-21). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 54, 55, 59 and 60 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Utterberg in view of Watt (US Patent No. 4,150,673). Utterberg discloses the 
device substantially as claimed except for the internal cross sections having star or 
hexagonal shapes. Watt, however, discloses a system of connector fittings in which the 
fittings' cross-sections have different shapes, such as a star shape (9e) and hexagonal 
shape (col. 2, line 4). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to have modified Utterberg with the different shaped 
cross-sections, as taught by Watt, in order to provide connector fittings that connect 
only to a perfectly matched fitting to prevent the wrong lines from being connected and 
thus preventing the wrong medicinal fluids from being mixed and causing detrimental 
chemical/drug reactions. 

Claims 51-53, 58, 63 and 72 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Utterberg in view of Bierman (US Patent No. 5,578,013). Utterberg 
discloses the device substantially as claimed except for the connector being used in 
combination with a retainer. Bierman, however, discloses a connector fitting (Fig. 11, 
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22c), a spin nut (Fig. 14, 220) both of which are used in combination with a retainer (Fig. 
1 1 , 20c). Bierman further discloses that the retainer has a channel that extends through 
the retainer along a longitudinal axis, and at least one slot (50c) which receives the at 
least one radial member of the connector fitting (Fig. 12) in order to secure the fitting ot 
the retainer. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to have modified Utterberg with the retainer, as taught by 
Bierman, in order to provide an anchoring system for connector fittings which releasably 
connects the fittings the patient without the mess and possible area of accumulation of 
bacteria. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Laura C. Schell whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7881. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kevin Sirmons can be reached on (571) 272-4965. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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